
 
Update for June 2013       The Green Man 
 

 “He is made one with Nature: ………  
He is a presence to be felt and known. 
In darkness and in light, from herb and stone, 
Spreading itself where'er that Power may move 
… Which wields the world with never-wearied love, 
Sustains it from beneath, and kindles it above.”  

from Adonais - Percy Shelley 

 
 

The words of Shelley back in 1821, encapsulate how The Green Man as a symbol of 
nature’s processes, gives us loads (indeed underpins human and all other life on earth) ….. 
but what to we give in return? Colin investigates in his end-of-may blog ….. 

Looking forward to June …… 

If you’re feeling inspired to get closer to nature, there will be at least three more naturegain 
walks (see report on April’s walk below) in the coming months through different parts of our 
local landscape chosen to be interesting for the season during which we take the walk.  So 
keep checking the L&OVe website for dates:  http://www.lewes-eco-nomics.org  - 
everybody welcome.  

The first of the three, in June, will be another early evening walk. We’ll start from Lewes 
Organic Allotment project (LOAP) and enjoy the naturegain growing there, then stroll across 
and around Landport Bottom. June’s a great time to be out on chalk grassland, even in the 
evening, and biodiversity should be a feature and we’ll get lots of naturegain to consider 
and wildlife to wonder at. Not only that, this is (of course) a site of considerable historical 
and cultural significance too …… so should be a really interesting evening! Your hosts will 
again be Michael Blencowe (SWT) and Colin Tingle (L&OVe), but they’ll be joined on this 
occasion by Dan Ross who manages the Landport Bottom site for LDC and Sarah Rideout 
(Common Cause), who leads the LOAP. 

On the 5th June, Colin is giving a talk on “Working with local communities to understand and 
value ecosystem services” at the UK National Parks Ecologists Workshop at the South 
Downs Youth Hostel, Southease, Lewes. 

On 17th June (1200-1400) the Coastal Communities 2150 project is holding a Coastal 
Defence Strategy awareness event, also at the South Downs Youth Hostel for local Parish 
Council elected representatives, officers and service providers. 

On 23rd June (1400-1700) there’s the Lewes Railway Land Summer Festival, which this 
year has Water as its focus – a must for naturegain watchers – everyone welcome!  

 

http://www.lewes-eco-nomics.org/symbolism-in-the-air-the-late-green-man/colins-end-of-may-blog-2013/
http://www.lewes-eco-nomics.org/
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/aboutus/wfo/136998.aspx
http://railwaylandproject.org/Festival_of_Water


And looking a little further to July …… 

L&OVe are running a workshop on Ecosystem Services and Climate Change adaptation for 
the Coastal Communities 2150 project, which will be for an invited range of participants who 
are being selected by CC2150 with an eye to their taking what they learn back to the 
communities they represent. There’ll be more on this event in the July update …..  

 
Looking back to May …… 
Last month we promised a report on the first of our series of naturegain walks for 2013, 
which took place around the Lewes Railway Land Local Nature Reserve on the warm 
evening of April 25th. So, here we go (…..with thanks to Michael B) …. 
The walk was led by Dr John Parry (Lewes Railway Land Wildlife Trust) and Michael 
Blencowe (Sussex Wildlife Trust). Walking through the wooded area of the reserve John 
was able to point out some of the historic features of the site when it was the grounds of a 
private house. This then lead on to discussion about the reserve today and the role this 
woodland plays as an amenity for the health and wellbeing of the people of Lewes as well 
as the physical benefits we gain from the trees – clear cultural benefits from this bit of our 
local environment!  
  

As we passed the Winterbourne Stream we encountered a survey that was taking place 
measuring the pollution of the water. The surveyor (standing up to his waist in the stream!) 
engaged in a conversation with the group which put the stream in a landscape-scale 
context. This allowed us to discuss the importance of the chalk aquifer as our water supply 
and the risks to the aquifer such as pollution from farm run-off or, in this specific case, 
contamination from underground petrol storage tanks.  
  

We walked around the Heart of Reeds discussing water 
storage and purification of water as naturegain and we 
finished the evening by watching the peregrines on the cliff 
face through our telescope. The ability of our wildlife and 
landscape to inspire people seems evident in this email 
which I received next day from one attendee.  

"I just wanted to say that I really enjoyed the Naturegain walk last night  – and it was brilliant to get a 
proper view of one of the famous Peregrines at last!  I also found John Parry’s talk on the 
conservation and work on the reserve very interesting.  Many thanks for this and I shall look forward 

to the next one" (email from one of walkers) 

More photos of the walk here. 

Also last month, we told you about L&OVe ‘rolling out’ a series of our ‘Going Local‘ 
workshops in which we explore the links between the local environment and the local 
economy and reported on the workshop of 11th April . 
A short video showing what happened at the workshop can be seen on the home page of 
our website .   

A similar workshop was held on the 26th April, again at the Linklater Pavilion.   This one had 
an extra element to it (following feedback from the other workshops) and participants 

 

http://www.lewes-eco-nomics.org/photos/
http://www.lewes-eco-nomics.org/


explored a really important part of ‘naturegain’ – going beyond the ‘what nature does for us’ 
and into the ‘and how we can help’ part of the process. Having done the exercises you see 
in the video mentioned above, participants looked into the relationship between their 
chosen enterprise/organisation and one of the benefits it receives from our local 
environment and questioned whether it was all take or whether the enterprise gave 
anything back – whether it invested in any way in the health of the environment from which 
it benefits. We’ll report on this shortly on our website. 

If you feel that you’d like to have a go at the workshop or know others who might find it 
interesting and useful, please contact us via the website or eMail Colin (tc09’at’gn.apc.org – 
NB. Replace ‘at’ with @). 

You’ll have noticed that last month’s newsletter had lots of quotes referencing the learning 
we can get from nature …… and, co-incidentally, the Sustainable Sussex Forum was 
asking the same question. In a fascinating workshop on Wednesday 8th May, we explored 
what Business can learn from nature. Inspired by this, Colin signed up to join a ‘Nature of 
Business’ morning at Sussex Wildlife Trust, also run by Alister Scott and Neil Scotton from 
the One Leadership Project.  The morning explored with people from Businesses with a link 
to Sussex Wildlife Trust just what business can learn to their benefit from nature and natural 
processes, based on the work of Giles Hutchins for his book “The Nature of Business”. It 
was a fascinating morning, excellently facilitated by Alister & Neil and stimulated productive 
networking between reps from the different businesses present and encouraged further 
partnerships to emerge (amongst other things!!). Colin is now exploring working with the 
One Leadership Project on the Nature of Business in Lewes ……. Watch for news on the 
lewes-eco-nomics website! 

Also on the L&OVe website is a growing collection of resources, which are designed to 
support  learning, stimulate debate and inspire action that will improve naturegain in and 
around Lewes. Here are two examples of recent posts at the website: 

 Chris has passed us an article on the Thames -  http://www.lewes-eco-
nomics.org/thames-benefits/ - and also provided a link to the Newsletter of his Marine 
Ecosystems project for NEF - http://www.mseproject.net/newsletter 

 NEF has also produced a valuable series of economics briefings  - well worth a read! 
http://www.neweconomics.org/publications/entry/economics-in-policy-making  

There’s plenty more at the website… maps, poems, reports and links to the great work 
being done by our partner organisations.  If you want to receive an email notification 
whenever a new item is posted, please look for the 'subscribe' button on the home page.  
And don’t hesitate to send us ideas for improving the site.  

 

mailto:tc09@gn.apc.org
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